
ARTICLE 22 DEFINITIONS:  

APPROVED ON 6/23/2015 ASSOCIATED WITH AGRICULTURAL USES 

Agricultural products: Any livestock, aquaculture, poultry, horticultural, floricultural, viticulture, 
silvicultural, or other farm crops.  (Revised 6/23/15) 

Agriculture: An agricultural operation, the keeping of livestock or poultry, or both, regardless of 
whether the keeping of livestock or poultry qualifies as an agricultural operation. The term includes 
accessory processing facilities for agricultural products grown or raised solely on the farm on which 
the agriculture is located, such as fruit packing plants and dairies. The term does not include any 
facilities permitted only by special use permit.  (Revised 6/23/15) 

Agricultural operation: Any operation devoted to the bona fide production of crops, or animals, or 
fowl, including the production of fruits and vegetables of all kinds; meat, dairy, and poultry products; 
nuts, tobacco, nursery, and floral products; and the production and harvest of products from 
silviculture activity. This term includes aquaculture and plant nurseries.  (Revised 6/23/15) 

Agricultural operation event: a planned private, public, or social occasion that receives greater 
than 50 visitors per day (25 vehicles in and out of the site). conducted at, and subordinate to, an 
agricultural operation is comprised of: (i) agritourism-related events such as tastings not conducted 
in the daily course of agritourism, farm sales, or the sale of agricultural products or food products; 
farm-to-table dinners; agricultural festivals; and auctions or livestock shows pertaining to livestock, 
animals, or other agricultural products not grown or raised at that agricultural operation; (ii) events 
that promote the sale of agricultural or silvicultural products; (iii) events that promote the sale of food 
products; (iv) events that are usual and customary at Virginia agricultural operations; and (v) 
fundraisers and charity events.  (Revised 6/23/15) 
 
Agritourism: Any activity carried out at a farm winery, farm brewery, or an agricultural operation, 
that allows members of the general public, for recreational, entertainment, or educational purposes, 
to view or enjoy rural activities, including farming, wineries, ranching, historical, cultural, harvest-
your-own activities, or natural activities and attractions, regardless of whether or not the participant 
paid to participate in the activity. These rural activities also include, but are not limited to, farm tours, 
tours of an individual agricultural operation, hayrides, heirloom plant and animal exhibits, crop 
mazes, and educational programs, workshops, or demonstrations related to agriculture or 
silviculture.  (Revised 6/23/15) 
Limited Distillery is a distillery licensed under the Code of Virginia. 
 
Farm brewery: An establishment located on one or more lots in Greene County licensed as a 
limited brewery under the Code of Virginia  (Revised ) 
 
Farm brewery event: a planned private, public, or social occasion that receives greater than 50 
visitor vehicle trips per day (25 vehicles in and out of the site). conducted at a farm brewery on one 
or more days where the purpose is agritourism or to promote beer sales including, but not limited to, 
gatherings not otherwise expressly authorized as a use under zoning districts C-1 and A-1, 
including, but not limited to, beer festivals; receptions where beer is sold or served; beer club 
meetings and activities; beer tasting educational seminars; beer tasting luncheons, business 
meetings, and corporate luncheons with a focus on selling beer; gatherings with the purpose of 
promoting sales to the trade, such as restaurants, distributors, and local chamber of commerce 
activities; brew masters’ dinners where beer is paired with food; agritourism promotions; and 
fundraisers and charity events.  (Revised ) 
 



Farm sales: The sale of agricultural products, value-added products and accessory merchandise on 
a farm, either outdoors or within a temporary or permanent structure, where the vendor selling the 
products and merchandise is engaged in production agriculture on the farm on which the farm sales 
use is located.  (Revised 6/23/15) 
 
Farm tour: An event organized by an agricultural operations or by a third party, to which the public is 
invited to visit agricultural operations, and which may include educational programs, workshops, or 
demonstrations related to agriculture or silviculture.  (Revised 6/23/15) 
 
Farmers’ market: The sale of agricultural products, value-added products, and accessory 
merchandise either outdoors or within a temporary or permanent structure by two (2) or more 
vendors in the conservation (C-1) and agricultural (A-1) district or by one or more vendors in any 
other zoning district where the use is allowed, where each vendor selling the products and 
merchandise is engaged in production agriculture, regardless of whether it is on or not on the lot on 
which the farmers’ market is located.  (Revised 6/23/15) 
 
Farm winery: An establishment located on one or more lots in Greene County licensed as a farm 
winery under the Code of Virginia.  (Revised 6/23/15) 
 
Farm winery event: a planned private, public, or social occasion that receives greater than 50 visitor 
vehicle trips per day (25 vehicles in and out of the site).conducted at a farm winery on one or more 
days where the purpose is agritourism or to promote wine sales including, but not limited to, wine fairs; 
receptions where wine is sold or served; wine club meetings and activities; wine tasting educational 
seminars; wine tasting luncheons, business meetings, and corporate luncheons with a focus on selling 
wines; gatherings with the purpose of promoting sales to the trade, such as restaurants, distributors, 
and local chamber of commerce activities; winemakers’ dinners where wine is paired with food; 
agritourism promotions; and fundraisers and charity events.  (Revised 6/23/15) 
 
Farm stand: The sale of local agricultural products and value-added products, either outdoors or 
within a temporary or permanent structure, where the vendor selling the products is engaged in 
production agriculture in Greene County, but not on the lot on which the farm stand is located.  
(Revised 6/23/15) 
 
Devoted to the bona fide production of crops, animals, or fowl: As used in the definition of 
“agricultural operation,” any lot on which the production of one or more agricultural products is a 
primary use (“agricultural production”) and the agricultural production is engaged in good faith and 
not merely to enable the lot to be eligible to host events and activities at an agricultural operation.  
The Zoning Administrator determines whether the agricultural production is a primary use and 
engaged in good faith and may consider the following factors: (i) whether the lot is subject to use 
value assessment because it is real estate devoted agriculture, horticulture, or silviculture; (ii) the 
acreage in agricultural production; (iii) the proportion of the lot’s acreage in agricultural production; 
(iv) the crops, animals, or fowl being produced; (v) the acreage of the lot and of the site; (vi) the 
owner’s federal tax forms including Form 1040F (Farm Expense and Income), Form 4385 (Farm 
Rental Income and Expenses), Form 1040E (Cash Rent for Agricultural Land), Form 1040C 
(Business Profit and Loss), or Form 1120 (Corporate Partnership); (vii) receipts showing gross sales 
over the most recent three-year period or evidence of the value of agricultural products that would 
have been sold but for a natural disaster; (viii) the proportion of the owner’s total income derived 
from agricultural production on the site; (ix) evidence of participation in a federal farm subsidy 
program; (x) evidence of operating under a conservation farm management plan prepared by a 
professional; (xi) the proportion of capital investment in the site devoted to the production of 
agricultural products, operating, and labor expenses; (xii) Greene County-level United States 
Department of Agriculture Census of Agriculture data; and (xiii) any other relevant factors.  (Revised 
6/23/15) 



 
Production agriculture or production silviculture: The bona fide production or harvesting of 
agricultural or silvicultural products but shall not include the processing of agricultural or silvicultural 
products or the above ground application or storage of sewage sludge.  (Revised 6/23/15) 
 
Substantial impact: An impact that may arise from an event or activity at a farm winery, farm 
brewery, or agricultural operation that has a significant adverse effect on: (i) an abutting lot or the 
neighborhood, including an impact on any owner, occupant, or agricultural or silvicultural activity; or 
(ii) any private or public road, natural resource, cultural resource, or historical resource. A substantial 
impact may result from a wide variety of factors including, but not limited to, the generation of traffic, 
noise, dust, artificial outdoor light, trash, stormwater runoff, and excessive soil compaction; the 
failure to provide adequate traffic controls and sanitation facilities; the cumulative effects of large 
numbers of events and activities occurring simultaneously, particularly when they are in close 
proximity to one another or require travel on the same public or private roads; and events and 
activities that are incompatible with existing production agriculture.  (Revised 6/23/15) 
 

Subordinate (or ancillary) events, activities, and structures mean an agritourism or farm 
winery, farm brewery, or limited distillery event that is incidental and secondary to a bona fide 
agricultural operation on the same property. This is determined on a case-by-case evaluation. 
 
Usual and customary use, event or activity: A use, event, or activity at a farm winery, farm 
brewery, or agricultural operation that is both ordinary and commonly practiced or engaged in at 
farm wineries, farm breweries, or agricultural operations, as applicable, within the Commonwealth, 
as determined by objective evidence.  (Revised 6/23/15) 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 


